
DURABLE

RELIABLE

CONSISTENT

VWR® AUTOCLAVABLE
BIOHAZARD BAGS 

When the only thing between you and an

infectious substance is a layer of plastic..

Shouldn’t it be the best?

Quality is not a choice...It’s a RESPONSIBILITY!



 VWR INTERNATIONAL   VWR INTERNATIONAL

EASY INDICATOR
Infectious waste can be rendered sterile with the use of high temperature steam 
for a pre-determined time period as gained in the use of commercial autoclaves. 
Such sterile waste is now more economical for transport and disposal. Our 
Autoclavable biohazard bags clearly show when the bag has been processed 
through an autoclave cycle. We accomplish this, at no added cost, by imprinting 
a hidden graphic message of compliance on the outside of each bag, which 
becomes visible only after achieving proper autoclaving conditions (heat, steam 
and pressure).
 
Our temperature indicator printed on all Biohazard Bags after exposure reads:

                         “Contents Have Been Autoclaved”.

CUSTOM PRINTING
All states require that the name and address of each institution, be written on each bag before waste can be 
picked up.  Custom printing is available on all bags, thus eliminating this step for you!
(Minimum order quantities and a one-time printing plate charge of $75 apply).

Compliant with Federal DOT Regulation 49 CFR 173.197.(e).(1).(I)
    ASTM D1922 Tear Resistance in both directions
    ASTM D1709 Dart Impact Resistance

Compliant with California Health and Safety Code 117630
Compliant with Florida Dept. of Health Code 64E-16.004-2C,
    Registration # PP-2-R1-04
Compliant with CDC recommendations for handling
    of Highly Infectious Waste
Compliant with WHO Safe Management of Healthcare Waste
    for Autoclaving and or Incineration

In a field where bag failure cannot be tolerated, we are recognized for products that have been specifically 
engineered for use in critical Level 3 and 4 containment research labs.
 
Autoclavable Biohazard Bags have the biohazard symbol printed on them as well as usage instructions as 
required by OSHA for proper handling and personnel safety. Biohazard bags are Regulated by State and Federal 
Laws, and determination of the correct product for any application should first be reviewed by the facility Safety 
Officer. MSDS and Technical Data sheets are available by request, for incorporating into written SOP’s by Safety 
Officers.
 
In all cases, proper containment of potentially hazardous infectious material requires the bags to meet various 
strength standards. Individual States regulate separately, resulting in a range of specifications. All States require 
a clearly stated need for the bag to resist a specified impact to reduce the likelihood of bursting. Some States go 
further, requiring a minimum resistance to tearing, so as to reduce likelihood of a puncture, propagating into a 
major opening.
 
All bags are manufactured to meet all of your needs in this regard.  Many states, like California, Pennsylvania and 
Florida, require very specific tear strength (480 grams in both directions), as well as the labeling that applies to 
the regulation itself.  In the image below, you can see that all required labeling comes printed on each of these 
bags:

We have a line of products that meet and exceed ALL regulatory demands nationwide.
(See product list on attached Technical Data Sheet)

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
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VWR® Autoclave Biohazard Bags
 

VWR CATALOG NUMBERS:
 Manufacturing country of origin for all item numbers below: USA

 
   
 

DESCRIPTION:
Specifically engineered to exhibit exceptional toughness, strength and excellent autoclavable 
temperature resistance.
These Red autoclavable Biohazard bags meet all State & Federal requirements for hazardous waste 
handling. Including:

• Compliant with Federal DOT Regulation 49 CFR 173.197 for HazMat Handling and Markings.           
   They exceed the 480 gram tear test as defined by ASTM D1922 in both length (MD) and width       
   (TD) directions.
• All Biohazard bags have OSHA required markings printed in 4 languages (English, French,         
   German and Spanish).
• All Biohazard bags have Temperature Indicator patch (“Contents have been Autoclaved”
   after exposure).
• Compliant with California Health and Safety Code 117630 (effective January 1, 2015)
• Compliant with Florida Dept. Health Code # 64E-16.004-2C Registration # PP-2-R1-04
• Compliant with CDC Procedural Guidance on the Proper Packaging of Highly Infectious Waste
• Compliant with EU Hazardous Waste Directive and International WHO Directive for Safe        
Management of Healthcare Waste for Autoclaving and or Incineration

 
TYPICAL PRODUCT CHARACTERISTICS:
Values expressed below for available nominal film thicknesses.

    * Typical values determined by 3rd party independent Certified Test Laboratory
 

Technical Bag Use Recommendations for Autoclave Operation:
Add ½ liter of water to bag prior to putting in autoclave. Bags need to be able to vent steam; best 
practice is to close off by putting a test tube in top and wire close, remove test tube, place in autoclave 
with wire closed end up for good ventilation. Check with facility safety officer about spore kill testing 
requirements in your local, State or Country region.

14230-910     8 x 12 14220-094     25 x 35

14220-090     12 x 24 14220-096     24 x 36

14230-912     19 x 24 11215-816     30 x 36

14220-092     24 x 30 14220-098     38 x 48

PROPERTIES 2.0 mil (SO µ) UNITS TEST METHOD

Elmendorf Tear
Resistance*

MD
TD

600
900

grams
grams

ASTM D1922

Dart Impact Strength >1400 grams ASTM D1709

Coefficient of Friction <0.20 ASTM D1894

Yield 15300 sq.in./lb.
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